Drew Willison Biographical Statement


Drew Willison served at the highest levels of government for over 20 years.  He has a reputation for being one of the most knowledgeable and effective staff members on Capitol Hill with deep, bipartisan relationships in both the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives.

Drew is a partner at the Washington, DC-based law firm Oldaker & Willison, LLC, and the affiliated firms National Health Advisors (a collaborative venture with Epstein, Becker & Green, the nation’s largest health care and labor law firm) and the National Group (a government relations and lobbying firm). Oldaker & Willison focuses on health care, national security, energy, conservation, science and national laboratories, infrastructure, the federal budget and appropriations process, and election law.  Drew’s clients include the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Veterans Accountable Care Organization, a series of hospice providers, and pro bono work for the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.

Prior to forming the public affairs firm, Drew served as Chief of Staff to U.S. Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid.  He led and oversaw a staff of 150 and all aspects of the Senator’s leadership, communications, policy, and national and Nevada political operations. Working with the White House and other congressional leadership offices, he was one of the principal architects of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015, the two year federal budget deal that lifted sequestration caps, reformed several entitlement programs, and allowed the annual appropriations process to move forward.

Previously, Drew spent six years as the United States Senate Sergeant at Arms and Deputy Sergeant at Arms.  The Sergeant at Arms is the Senate's largest organization, with over 850 employees and an annual budget exceeding $200 million.  In that capacity he served as a member of the US Capitol Police Board and led senior managers responsible for all operations, including the Chief Information Officer, the Chief Financial Officer, security and emergency preparedness, police operations, General Counsel, Human Resources, the media and public galleries, the Employee Assistance Program, the Protocol Office, the Doorkeepers, the Page Program, printing, the photo studio, the Senate Post Office, parking, and education and training. 

Earlier in his career, Drew served as the Vice President of Public Policy and External Relations at Battelle, the world’s largest independent research and development organization and as the Staff Director of the Energy and Water Subcommittee of the US Senate Appropriations Committee.   In that capacity, Drew oversaw the $35 billion per year funding bill for the US Department of Energy, the US Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and several other agencies. Drew also worked for NASA and the US Environmental Protection Agency.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Drew was born in Mount Vernon, Ohio.  He earned a BA with Honors in Government from the College of William and Mary in 1988.   He also holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from the Ohio State University (1990) and a Law Degree from the George Washington University (2001).  He is the current Audit Committee Chair of the Human Rescue Alliance, the regional animal shelter for Washington, DC, and on the Board of Advisors of the Thomas Jefferson Program in Public Policy at the College of William and Mary.  In February 2018, Drew was appointed as a Trustee of the Cheetah Conservation Fund, the world’s leading organization dedicated to saving cheetahs in the wild.
