
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

UNLV Alumni Association - Boyd School of Law 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Boyd School of Law – Dean’s Conference Room, Second Floor 
Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
Attendance 

Voting Members: 
Present: 

Chelsie Campbell (Phone, 6:45 pm) 
Ellen Harr (6:40 pm) 
Kirk Homeyer (6:46 pm) 
Sarah Killer 
Danny Lovell 
John Piro 
Amber Robinson 

Not Present: 
Daron Dorsey 
Brett Harris 
Jenny Lee 
Linda Norvell Marquis  
Amy Yonesawa 

Non-Voting Members: 
Present: 

Gabrielle Angle 
Carolyn Barnes  
Kathryn Butler 
Hyungseon Sunny Jeong 
Kelley Jones 
Professor Thomas Main 
Nicole Scott 
Colin Seale 
Associate Dean Christine Smith 

Not Present: 
Charles Gianelloni 
Dean Daniel Hamilton 
Mark Hesiak 
Kristopher Milicevic 
Ashley Nikkel 
Nakul Patel 

Guests:  
Michael Esposito, ‘14  
Terry Johnson, ‘12  

 
1. Call to Order       John J. Piro 

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m.  The meeting began as an unofficial 
meeting because a quorum of voting members was not present yet.  Quorum was 
achieved at 6:46 p.m. 

 



***NOTE*** 
Agenda items may be taken out of order to accommodate persons appearing before the 
Committee and/or to aid in the effectiveness of the meeting at the discretion of the 
President.  A motion to reconsider an item may be made at any time before adjournment 
of this meeting.  Similarly, if an item is tabled at any time during the meeting, it may, by 
proper motion and vote, be taken from the table and thereafter be the subject of 
consideration and action at any time before adjournment of this meeting.   

*** 
 
2. (3(D) – President’s Report; Action: Name Badges) 

Discussion Only (No Quorum Yet): 
The board discussed that it would be a good idea to have members at large have 
and wear name badges so that they would be able to better participate in events by 
being identifiable to attendees, able to answer questions, and promote the alumni 
organization.  Some members expressed concern over the level of participation of 
members at large.  However, the name badges would also encourage participation 
in events, commitment to the board, and future participation in larger roles on the 
board.  The cost of the name badges is $8.50 each.   

Vote: Kirk Homeyer moves; Ellen Harr Second; Y: 7; N: 0 
 
3.   (2) Approval of Minutes  
 A.  September 7, 2013 minutes 
 Vote: Sarah moves; Danny Lovell Second; Y: 7; N:0 
 
4. (3) President’s Report      John J. Piro 
 A. Status: Professionalism Summit   Linda Norvell Marquis 

Boyd hosted a professionalism summit with the faculty including providing lunch.  
They worked to develop plans for videos which would demonstrate the challenges 
of professionalism.  They also worked to develop standard language to be inserted 
into class syllabi.   
 
Text from Linda Norvell Marquis’ email update from Professional Summit: 

 
I hosted the Professionalism Summit and provided lunch.   A wonderful hard-
working group of Faculty and Administrators attended.  We discussed problems 
and issues concerning the decline in professionalism among students and new 
graduates. 

 
Professor Lori Johnson is drafting a professionalism provision that we will 
provide to all faculty so that they can utilize it in their syllabus.  We are also 
developing a series of short videos addressing professionalism issues that will be 
available to all Boyd Staff, Faculty, Students, Alumni. 
 

 B. Notice: Mission and Vision    John J. Piro 
See packet with minutes for copy of previous Mission and Vision statement 
(developed during 2010-11, David Stoft President).  John noted the difference 



between general philosophical goals and “SMART” goals.  “SMART” goals are: 
specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and time-bound.  The Mission and 
Vision statement are assigned to the By-Laws Committee to discuss and update, 
including developing SMART goals from the goals set forth therein.   

 C. Status: 2003 and 2008 Class Reunions  Carolyn Barnes   
The reunions are this weekend (Oct. 4-5, 2013).  There are 73 RSVPs for dinner 
at Mandarin Oriental and 35 RSVPs for Brunch.  Brunch will be hosted in the 
courtyard of the law school 
 

5. (4) Reports of Officers/Committees 
 A.  (4(C) Alumni Events     Chelsie Campbell, Chair 

The BSL Alumni Social is set up.  The event will be at Velveteen Rabbit on 
November 14, 2013 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  The venue will provide us with a $6 
drink special.  We could charge $10 (including 1 drink ticket) and make it a 
fundraiser or we could not charge a cover and just allow people to purchase their 
own $6 drink.  The general consensus is to just leave it as a mixer/networking 
event and allow those who are interested to purchase the drink special. 
 
The UNLV Basketball Game has been arranged.  We will be attending the 
Saturday, February 1, 2014, game against Boise State.  There will be a pre-game 
reception with details TBD.   
 
This committee is interested in setting up CLEs.   
 
Dean Smith noted that Boyd Law School is hosting a CLE in November that the 
Alumni Board could partner on.  Details are as follows: 
CLE Title:  Substance abuse and the Affordable Care Act – Clinical and Legal 

Issues 
Date:  Friday, November 22, 2013, 3:00 p.m. 
Location:  BSL 105 
Speaker: Professor Stacey Tovino 

 B. (4(A)) Treasurer’s Report     Dan Lovell, Chair  
Square is now set up and we can accept payment.  Danny Lovell and Carolyn 
Barnes are approved users at this time.  John Piro will be added as well.  Credit 
card processing is a straight 2.75% regardless of what type of credit card used.  
The account balance report was not ready from finance but the balance will be 
higher than the previous (approximately) $10,500.00 as we have sold additional 
shirts since the last meeting and did not have any withdrawals or expenses.   

 C. (4(B)) Alumni Directory/Membership  Kirk Homeyer, Chair 
The committee has an online meeting on October 9, 2013 at 9:00 a.m.  This is just 
the first meeting and there has been no selection yet.  This company is looking 
expensive but the meeting will give them an idea of what the pricing options are 
as the committee shops for vendor options.  Colin Seale volunteered to join and 
was appointed to the committee.   

 D.  By Laws      Ellen Harr, Chair 



The committee expects to have the proposed  revisions to the by-laws ready by 
the end of the year.  John Piro and Linda Norvell Marquis volunteered and were 
appointed to the committee.  The committee will also review the Mission and 
Vision statement (see above).   

 E. Fundraising/Golf     Daron Dorsey, Chair 
Daron Dorsey could not attend today’s meeting due to a family death.  A report 
will be given at the next meeting.  John Piro noted that the timeline for this event 
is planning for next fall in hopes that it becomes of major event every year. 

 F. Communications/Social Media  Linda Norvell Marquis, Chair 
Linda Norvell Marquis provided a report via e-mail read by John Piro.  We need 
to develop more effective ways to communicate with alumni.  Everyone 
experiences and overwhelming amount of e-mails daily and as a consequence 
many alumni block their list-serve e-mails (or filter them directly to a folder).  
Social media is a good option for a new and effective communication method.  
The committee’s goal is to have 850 Facebook Likes, Twitter Followers, and 
LinkedIn Members.  We also need to develop “Rebel Lawyer” (Alumni) content 
which has a unique appearance to distinguish it from general law school updates 
to ensure alumni involvement.   

 G. Spring Fling      Sarah Killer, Chair 
The committee is waiting for the law school to set the date for Spring Fling.  The 
law school has to wait until the UNLV Softball schedule is released because they 
need to book the softball field on a weekend when the team will be out of town.  
The goal is to have 4 alumni teams participate in the Spring Fling Softball 
Tournament.   

 H. Student Relations     Dan Lovell, Chair 
The main event for this committee is the speed networking event but they have 
not been able to meet with Lee Gorlin (pres. Of OPLS) yet.  A meeting is set for 
next week and they will have an update for the next meeting.  Nikki Harris, BSL 
Career Services, is also having the committee discuss improvements to the 1L 
networking program.  The committee was able to contact the Society of 
Advocates and Nevada Law Journal and has guest speakers here to discuss how 
the BSL Alumni Association and its members can better aid the current students 
in those programs. 
 
Guest Mike Espositio, Re: Society of Advocates:  

They are working on expanding the knowledge base in the legal 
community.  They are trying to get the word to employers that being on 
SOA is not an easy thing and that being a member holds prestige.  They 
would like to meet with firms who do OCI to inform the firms about the 
benefits of hiring students with good legal writing skills.   
 
They need help staffing the events hosted by SOA, including practice with 
the team prior to their competitions.  A go-to list of volunteer alumni 
would be helpful.  Any involvement by attorneys who want to practice 
with the team would be appreciated.  The last couple years the teams from 
BSL have been successful and alumni help could take the teams to the 



next level.  Their competitions include: Bankruptcy, 2 Employment Law, 
and Sports Law.   

 
Dean Smith noted that BSL has been asked to host a regional practice competition 
(Feb. 8) for Bankruptcy Law with the National Bankruptcy Association. 
 
Nicole Scott, Re: Law Review: The committee is going to have a brainstorming 
session this month for NLJ if anyone is interested.  She would like to note a 
special thanks to professor Main who is working to improve NLJ.  Finally, NLJ is 
going to start offering NSC Opinion Summaries on Facebook/Twitter to offer that 
service in a form that alumni can use easier in their busy lives/careers. 

 
5. Faculty Report       Prof. Thomas Main 

Professor Main wants to serve as a two-way connection with the faculty and alumni 
board.  Please feel free to address any of your concerns with him either individually or as 
a group.  He noted that professors also love to hear from alumni individually so feel free 
to keep in touch.  The professors are willing to speak to our firms, offer updates on legal 
news, changes in law, etc. 
 
The Dean’s installation was a wonderful event.  The weekly speakers at BSL have been 
excellent and offered great learning opportunities.  For example the Patent Bar was at 
BSL recently.  The Dean’s Speaker Series also brought in Randy Barnett, the developer 
of the Commerce Clause argument against Obama Care/Affordable Care Act.  While the 
scholarly talks for faculty are excellent they are working to expand the program to offer 3 
similar talks at BSL each year which are open to students, alumni, legal community, and 
the community as a whole. 
 
A discussion was then held regarding the direction of legal scholarship in the country 
generally.  The committee discussed the challenges or the academic v. practical training 
balance.  Professor Main noted that BSL has always kept the practical training concerns 
in mind and focused on legal scholarship that is useful in practice and preparing practice 
ready lawyers to serve Nevada.   

 
6. Public Comment/Good and Welfare 

Student Liaison Update:  This year’s BSL Black and White will be at Springs Preserve 
from 7-10 p.m. on November 9, 2013.  There will be 24 hour security in the parking lot 
and the location has locked gates.  Additionally, numerous students have volunteered to 
help run alumni events including the reunions this weekend.  Those students appreciate 
any advice, etc. alumni would like to offer them.   
 
Dean Smith:  She noted that perhaps the Alumni Board would like to consider a 
congratulatory letter to bar passers (results announced Oct. 23) as a way to encourage 
new alumni to join and participate.   
 
A discussion was held and noted the following concerns/suggestions: (1) what about 
people who don’t pass; (2) let’s at least send a letter to the passers this year and then 



develop a more comprehensive approach for future years;(3) what about those who don’t 
even take the test or move out of state; (4) we could also wait until Nov. and still send it 
later in 2013. 

 
Vote: John Piro moved to table the discussion and assign it to a committee; Ellen 
Harr second; Y: 6 (Chelsie lost phone contact), N: 0.  The issue was assigned to 
the Alumni Directory/Membership Committee for their consideration and report 
at the next meeting. 

 
Update on T-Shirt Sales:  We have no smalls, 7 med., 8 L, 27 XL, 36 XXL, 17 XXXL.  
Carolyn would like to have more shirts so that we could sell some shirts at Spring Fling 
(further discussion next meeting).  The topic of polo-shirts was also raised by a member.  
Everyone should think about whether they are interested in the option of purchasing a 
polo-shirt (self-purchase/pay) if we were to put in a group order.  John Piro also noted 
that we should consider a donation gift for those who donate to the BSL Alumni 
Association (for example a license plate holder).  

 
7. Adjourn: Sarah Killer moved; Ellen Harr second; Y: 6, N: 0.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 


