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UNLV Alumni Association - Boyd Law Alumni Chapter 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Boyd School of Law – Room 316, Third Floor 
Tuesday, November 5, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
Attendance 

Voting Members: 
Present: 

Chelsie Campbell 
Daron Dorsey 
Ellen Harr 
Brett Harris 
Kirk Homeyer  
Sarah Killer 
Jenny Lee 
Danny Lovell 
Linda Norvell Marquis  
John Piro 
Amber Robinson 
Amy Yonesawa 
 

Non-Voting Members: 
Present: 

Gabrielle Angle 
Carolyn Barnes 
Dean Daniel Hamilton 
Mark Hesiak 
Hyungseon Sunny Jeong 
Kelley Jones  
Professor Thomas Main 
Ashley Nikkel (Skype)  
Nakul Patel 
Colin Seale 
Associate Dean Christine Smith 

Not Present: 
Kathryn Butler 
Charles Gianelloni 
Kristopher Milicevic 
Nicole Scott 

Guests:  
Carlos Morales ‘14 
Katelyn Franklin ‘14 
Madeline Arcllana ‘15 
Laura Guidry ‘15 
Kendra Jepsen ‘15 
Ray Smith, ‘03 
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1. Call to Order       John J. Piro (6:03pm) 
 A. Public Comment 

Carlos Morales SBA president and Madeline Arcllana, co-chairs for Black 
and White, spoke about the upcoming event at the Springs Preserve Café 
from 7-10pm this Saturday.  The cost is $30 for alumni, but they are not 
selling tickets at the door.  The after party is downtown at Park which is a 
bar and restaurant, not at a club.  Katelyn Franklin discussed that the PILA 
Auction is Feb. 6, 2014 at the Smith Center.  They will be sending 
donation request letters soon, but if you don’t receive one, please contact a 
member of PILA.  Additionally, PILA has been helping the Clark County 
Law Foundation.  They are looking for more volunteer opportunities so 
contact the PILA board if you need volunteers and they can supply 
volunteers for our projects. 

 
2.   Approval of Minutes 
 A.  October 1, 2013 minutes 

Sarah Killer moves to approve.  Dan Lovell seconds. Y: 8, N: 0 
 
3.   Online demo of Publishing Concepts services including Alumni Directory 
 6:20-7:00 pm -  Room 323 

Discussion Points: 
• The demo had a lot of good options 
• The UNLV Alumni Association uses a different company. Will the Rebel 

Business Network be able to incorporate our members’ info? 
• Nevada State Bar, Best Lawyers, Etc. offer a similar search function to 

what we are looking for without the other components.  What are they 
using? 

• We need to have a searchable directory so that alumni can find each other 
but we also need to have a public searchable directory (with less 
information showing) so that other “Rebel Alumni” can hire Rebel/Boyd 
Lawyers within the community. 

• The law school is supporting the project and will contribute financially but 
they need input on what the alumni need in a directory/networking 
website. 

• Everyone should think about what they would like the alumni directory/ 
online directory website to look like, what features it needs, what benefits 
alumni will need/use. 

• Carolyn will e-mail out the list of options from the company so we can 
start thinking about features. 

Dan Lovell moved to table the discussion until our next meeting. Amy Yonesawa 
seconded.  Y: 12, N: 0 

4.  Dean’s Report       Dean Dan Hamilton 
(Originally No. 3 on agenda, taken out of order due to scheduling concerns) 
There was a university event at the TAM Alumni Center and later an evening dinner at 
Dean’s house to honor Heather Procter, ’03, who was selected as the William S. Boyd 
Alumna of the Year.  We should aspire to do that every year. On the evening of 
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December 6 the Dean and his wife will host an alumni reception at their home for all 
Boyd graduates and their guests. Dean Hamilton, Christine Smith, and Carolyn Barnes 
met with alumni and law firms in Phoenix on October 17.   It was successful and helped 
the alumni reconnect with each other.  On November 13 this same group will travel to 
Salt Lake City to meet with Boyd graduates and friends.  Today Dean Hamilton met with 
lawyers and alumni at Greenberg Taurig, where we have eleven alumni at that firm.  This 
week he is also meeting Matt Engel,  Gina Bongiovi and John Piro regarding the Rebel 
Business Network.  When the Dean goes to the other cities, he has noticed that one of the 
major questions is whether we should have extra chapters (Reno, Phoenix, Salt Lake).  A 
future issue we should discuss is possibly incorporating other alumni awards (i.e. lifetime 
achievement, etc.).  The speaker series hosted its first Alumni Conversations this 
semester with Kelly Dove speaking. On November 19 Rosa Solis-Rainey will present an 
Alumni Conversation at 5:30pm. The Dean would like to note and invite all to attend the 
memorial service for Rick Brown on November 18, 2013 at 4:00 pm. 

 
5. President’s Report      John J. Piro 
 A. Status: Attendance Policy 

Brief comments due to time constraints.  
We do have an attendance policy.  Please let Carolyn know prior to 
the meeting if you will unable to attend so that we have enough 
members for a quorum. If you are not participating, you may be 
asked to resign.  

 B. Status: Alumna of the Year  
Brief comments due to time constraints. 

UNLV Alumni Association hosted event was excellent.  Dean 
Hamilton spoke on her behalf at the UNLV ceremony. 

 C. Action: Graduates passing the Bar    
John thinks we should send some form of congratulations to those who 
passed the bar exam.  The discussion led to a decision to draft a standard 
message and use our note cards to send hand-written notes.  Carolyn will 
get the list and divide it among board members and everyone will try to 
send theirs out within the next ten days.   
Linda Norvell Marquis moved to approve the above plan.  Chelsie 
Campbell seconded. Y: 12, N: 0 

 D. Discussion: Northern Nevada Chapter 
Discussion Points: 

• There are 91 alumni in Northern Nevada.  This should be enough 
to start some formal organizational structure. 

• At that time we should talk about them formulating a small 
leadership committee.  

• They could meet on their own and do their activities.  There is 
interest from other northern Nevada attorneys in participating in 
the organization.   

• We are just a chapter of the UNLV Alumni Association so it is 
difficult to start another and we wouldn’t want a competing 
situation.   
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• YLS does committees for south and north all under the same 
“Division” we could do that under the same “alumni chapter.” 

• We’ll keep this as a discussion item on e-mail for now with Ashley 
Nikkel, our board member designated as Northern Nevada liaison. 

  
 E.  Status: Black & White (November 9) 

Please see public comments section above. 
 F.   Action: Christmas Charity 

Discussion Points: 
• Every year Sean Claggett of Claggett & Sykes Law Firm always 

donates bikes to the 98.5 KLUC toy drive   
• Do we want to donate through his company and have a “Boyd Law 

Alumni Board” donation?  
• We could donate other items. 
• We cannot make the donation directly due to our accounting. 

procedures because they don’t allow us to collect and contribute 
quickly enough. 

• Last year members contributed their personal money through Sean 
Claggett’s firm. 

• It is too soon to organize our own drive and donate to this specific 
event. 

Sarah Killer moved to organize and donate to a charity that is specific to 
the alumni board so that it can become a yearly event.  Motion to not 
donate through Claggett & Sykes Law Firm at this time, but to find our 
own charity fundraising/collection project as a permanent event for the 
Boyd Alumni Chapter.   Dan Lovell seconds. Y: 12, N: 0 
 
Discussion item for next meeting: Ideas for which local charity we want to 
work with and what type of items we can collect for them.  Note that, we 
have previously adopted Hollingsworth Elementary School downtown and 
conducted book drives for that school. 

 G. Discussion: Hiring Student Workers 
Discussion Points: 

• Should the Alumni Chapter consider the hiring of student workers 
to start mining alumni data to provide information to the publishers 
for the alumni directory/online directory website? 

• Student workers could easily call a group of alumni each day and 
get through the list of all the alumni fairly quickly.  This would 
allow the alumni to feel like the school cares and wants to contact 
them for something other than a donation 

• As alumni, some of us would be more willing to make a donation 
later if we received a non-solicitation phone call just checking-in 
and updating contact information. 

 
 
6. Reports of Officers/Committees (brief reports due to time constraints) 
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 A. Treasurer’s Report     Dan Lovell, Chair  
The balance is substantially the same, with a current balance of 
$10,601.46.  The increase is from 2 new members and selling 2 shirts. 

 B. Alumni Directory/Membership   Kirk Homeyer, Chair 
Kirk Homeyer had to leave prior to his report.  However, the demo was 
the main item for the committee at this meeting, see above.   

 C.  Alumni Events     Chelsie Campbell, Chair 
Chelsie Campbell had to leave prior to her report but noted the following.  
The Alumni Social is November 14, 2013 at Velveteen Rabbit.  Everyone 
bring a friend.  John wants us to have a goal of encouraging each board 
member to invite five alumni to attend.   PAD is hosting an alumni mixer 
at the same time as our group.   The general consensus is a minimum goal 
of two attendees per board member. 
 
On February 1, 2014 the basketball and alumni reception are scheduled. 
The game is UNLV v. Boise State.  More details will be available at the 
December board meeting.  
 
Substance Abuse CLE John J. Piro/Linda Norvell 

Marquis 
The State Bar has a new substance abuse requirement.  The school is 
hosting a CLE on Nov. 22, 2013 in the afternoon which our chapter board 
voted to co-sponsor.  Linda noted that we should consider hosting a CLE 
as an alumni chapter at a place that supports unions and is during the lunch 
hour, on a work day (Wed/Thurs.) to make it more convenient for alumni 
to attend.  Chelsie Campbell, Chair, and this committee should plan to 
meet with Associate Dean Smith to discuss options and logistics.  
Sarah Killer moves to send this discussion for committee consideration.  
The committee can meet and notify everyone of the meeting so additional 
input can be considered.  Amy Yonesawa seconds.  Y: 8, N: 0 

 D.  By Laws      Ellen Harr, Chair 
No new business to report at this time. 

 E. Fundraising/Golf     Daron Dorsey, Chair 
Updates: 

• Oct. 2014 and requests for bids out to four golf courses for October 
10th, 17th, and 24th of 2014 

• 1:00pm-5:30pm golf portion with a buffet, non-alcoholic drinks, 
and cash bar mixer. 

• The issue is that we don’t want to be on homecoming weekend and 
we don’t want it to late or too early in the fall due to golf prices 
and weather. 

• $7,500 budget goal – allowing us to breakeven the first year and 
build the event. 

o The goal is to keep price point at $50-75. 
o Initial bids are around $8,000 to 10,000 but we are planning 

on seeking sponsorships. 
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• The goal for this and Spring Fling is to be yearly events for alumni 
to come together because they attract two different groups of 
alumni.   

• It might be good to hold at the same time as a law school reunion 
to boost attendance at both.  

 F. Communications/Social Media   Linda Norvell Marquis, Chair 
Chelsie Campbell and Linda have developed an action plan. Social media 
needs to be the main point of communication.  The alumni social media 
needs to focus on alumni issues and CLEs.   

 G. Spring Fling      Sarah Killer, Chair 
We still don’t have a date but the softball schedule is out so we hope to 
have one soon.  Possible 2014 dates are March 8, 15, 21, 29, or April 5. 
Discussion Points: 

• What is the alumni need/interest in this event? 
• It is usually well attended? 
• Spring Fling allows for contact between faculty, alumni, and 

students in an informal, kid-friendly setting. 
• Traditionally faculty have been excellent about socializing and 

connecting, especially at this event. 
• We have decided as a board to help promote this event and get 

alumni to attend. 
• Alumni should be involved. Last year was the first time the alumni 

didn’t have several teams in the softball tournament. 
 H. Student Relations     Dan Lovell, Chair 

1. Improving the first year student/attorney mentor program 
Dan met with Lee Gorlin who is the president of OPLS regarding speed 
networking event.  They discussed about expanding the event and will 
have more specifics next time.  It will be during Spring 2014. 
 
There’s been a conversation regarding the attorney mentoring program.  
The Office of Career Development would like our input on improving it.  
Please email your ideas to Dan Lovell.  A quick brainstorming suggested 
the following: 

• Meet at the lawyers’ office 
• Work with the Partners in Pro Bono Program 

o Prior issues with loosing law student participation during 
and after final exams 

• Mentoring groups, multiple lawyers and multiple students might 
be easier.   

• Dan will set meeting and e-mail us all so we can attend if we have 
ideas. 

 
7. Faculty Report       Prof. Thomas Main 

Tabled for next time due to time constraints. 
8. Student Liaison Report      Kathryn Butler/Nicole Scott 

Submitted via e-mail: 



7 
 

“Black and White is this Saturday at the Springs Preserve from 7-10 pm 
and the after party immediately following downtown at the Park on 
Fremont.  Alumni Tickets are $30 and available at 
http://boydsba2013bw.eventbrite.com and the password is BW 2013.  We 
also want to thank Brett for setting up the writing competition.” 

9. Public Comment/Good and Welfare 
None. 

10. Adjourn 
Sarah Killer moves to adjourn.  Amy Yonesawa second.   The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:21 pm. 

http://boydsba2013bw.eventbrite.com/

