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UNLV Alumni Association - Boyd Law Alumni Chapter 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  
Boyd School of Law – Room 316 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

Attendance 
Voting Members: 

Present: 
Daron Dorsey 
Ellen Harr 

 Brett Harris 
Kirk Homeyer  

 Jenny Lee 
 Danny Lovell 

John Piro 
Amber Robinson  
Amy Yonesawa 

Not Present: 
 Chelsie Campbell 

Sarah Killer  
Linda Norvell Marquis 
 
 

Non-Voting Members: 
Present: 

Gabrielle Angle 
Carolyn Barnes  
Dean Daniel Hamilton 
Hyungseon Sunny Jeong  
Ashley Nikkel (Skype)   

Not Present: 
 Charles Gianelloni 

Mark Hesiak 
Kelley Jones  
Kristopher Milicevic 
Nakul Patel 
Colin Seale 
Jenn Odell and Daven Cameron (student liaisons) 

Guests:  
Ray Smith, ‘03 

 
1. Call to Order       John J. Piro (6:19 pm) 
 A. Public Comment 
  John Piro reported that the UNLV Alumni Association retreat on April 26 was 

short, but productive. Ken Bahl is the new president of the main campus Alumni 
Association. All chapters now have a seat at the table and the Association is really 
starting to look for our input on which direction to go.  The agreement of only 
receiving twenty percent of each dues paying membership will always be an issue 
until we start increasing our membership.    There are supplemental funds 
available to us as a chapter, too.  Our chapter is doing very well compared to other 
chapters – we have numerous events including the fall golf tournament, a 
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fundraiser for our chapter.   We remain active in alumni programming and the 
Association is very impressed by our efforts and involvement. 

 
2.   Approval of Minutes 
 A.  April 1, 2014 minutes 

Dan Lovell motioned to approve the April 1, 2014 minutes.  Amber Robinson 
seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 

 B. March 4, 2014 Minutes 
With an email vote (May 8-9, 2014) Dan Lovell motioned to approve the revised 
minutes from March 4, 2014.  Brett Harris Seconded.  Y: 6  N: 0 

 
  
3. President’s Report      John J. Piro  
 A. Discussion: 2014 Alumnus/a of the Year Award 

The Alumni Office has received a number of nominations.  Carolyn Barnes 
suggested creating a Selection Committee to narrow down the slate of nominees 
to bring to the Board for discussion and a vote.  Dean Dan also suggested that the 
Board and the Dean’s office collaborate on selecting the nominees to bring to the 
June Board meeting.  All nominees must be agreed upon by both the Board and 
the Dean’s office in a collaborative manner.    Amy Yonesawa motioned to 
establish a Selection Committee.  Brett Harris seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 
Members of the Committee will include Dean Dan Hamilton, Carolyn Barnes, 
John Piro, Amy Yonesawa, Ray Smith, Daron Dorsey, Brett Harris and Associate 
Dean Christine Smith.  Ellen Harr motioned to approve the members to the 
Committee.  Amy Yonesawa seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 

 B. Discussion: Additional Alumni Recognition Awards  
Dean Dan likes the idea of adding additional Alumni Awards because it adds 
prestige and enhances the relationship between the law school and its alumni.  
Ray Smith suggested that the award recipient should be more than 0-1 years 
removed from the law school, but not necessarily someone who has donated the 
most money.  The award should not be based solely on the size of the monetary 
contribution; however, it will be a part of the criteria.  Dean Dan hopes that in the 
near future, there will be two alumni awards: (1) Distinguished Achievement for 
someone who has gone onto greatness, and (2) Distinguished Service to recognize 
someone for giving and service back to the law school. These two awards would 
not regulated by the Alumni Chapter Board or the main campus Alumni 
Association, but rather our law school (with input from the Chapter) would 
establish the criteria, select the recipients(s), and determine the manner of 
recognition.   

 C. Discussion: 3L Alumni Chapter Scholarship 
Last year, the Alumni Board contributed $400 towards this scholarship, with 
matches by Dean Dan and Sean Claggett.  John Piro feels that the Board should 
contribute again this year, but is open to discussion as to at what level the Board 
contributes.  The original criteria for the award were based on service to the 
School, but not necessarily academic achievement (i.e. SOA, Law Review).  A 
rising 3L will receive the award.  Daron Dorsey stated that he will match the $400 
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contribution if Dean Dan also agrees to match it.  Dean Dan agreed.  The Board 
also asked Sean Claggett, ’03, to contribute and he agreed.  John Piro stated that 
he may cover the Board’s contribution so that it does not come out of the 
chapter’s limited funds. Recipients will be determined by the Admissions Office.  
There will be four recipients of the scholarship based on the four contributors to 
this award.   

D. Review: Committee Goals 
John Piro asked for a motion to table.  Dan Lovell motioned to table the 
committee goals discussion for the next board meeting.  Amy Yonesawa 
seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 

E.  Approval of By Laws 
Dan Lovell submitted his suggested changes/additions to the By Laws.  All 
changes were approved.  By Laws were approved unanimously. Y:9  N:0 

F. Discussion: Faculty Liaison to the Board 
 Professor Keith Rowley has expressed interest in serving as the Faculty Liaison. 

Jenny Lee motioned to approve Professor Rowley as the Faculty Liaison.   Ellen 
Harr seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 

G. Action: Chapter Letterhead 
 Carolyn provided a quote from Reprographics for our chapter correspondence.  

To print 200 sheets/envelopes, the cost is $131, and for 500 it is $138. Letterhead 
can be ordered to list current board members, with a larger quantity ordered once 
new members join in late summer.  Dean Dan stated that the law school is willing 
to cover the cost for this printing.  Jenny Lee motioned to approve the printing of 
the letterhead and envelopes.  Amy Yonesawa seconded.  Y: 9  N: 0 

H. Discussion: New T Shirt Designs 
 The top vote getter was Grigor Front Design. 
I. Discussion: Polo Shirts for the Board 

John brought in the UNLV Alumni polo shirts as an example of what design he 
was thinking of for the Board.  The shirts will run about $65 before the 
embroidery.  Board members would pay out of pocket for these shirts. 

   
4. Dean’s Report Dean Dan Hamilton 

 Dean Dan thanked everyone for their help with the admitted students event held at 
the law school on March 29. Additional admitted students events have been held in Reno, 
Salt Lake City, and Phoenix with alumni eager to interact with them.  Additionally, the 
Dean opened his house for an admitted student event on Friday evening before the on 
campus event. 129 first deposits have come in thus far.  Member-at-large Colin Seale, 
’12, and his firm, Greenberg Taurig, co-sponsored a successful event for admitted 
students of color, too. Thank you to Ashley for her help coordinating the April 7 Reno 
admitted student event.   

 
 The reunion weekend is October 17-19 for the classes of 2004 and 2009.  Not only will it 

be a reunion of 5- and 10- year classes, we will also have an All Boyd Dinner. Classes of 
2004 and 2009 will have a pre-dinner reception in Aria Resort & Casino and a possible 
reunion brunch. Dean Dan would appreciate the Board’s opinion on details, including 
possible committee and speaker suggestions.  The cost to attend last year’s reunion dinner 
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was only $50 per person; however, Daron commented that $75 or $100 may be more 
ideal.  

 
We have created a series of alumni boards for affinity groups, such as the Law Review, 
Gaming Law Journal, and SOA.  Dean Dan is open to more affinity group alumni boards, 
so please give him suggestions. 
 
We are in the process of mailing out 1,700 letters to alumni – the first annual fund 
campaign in a number of years. Dean Dan has encouraged all board members to 
participate in giving – it is important to show that the alumni leadership participates and 
supports these efforts.  The goal is to have 100% participation. The annual fund’s current 
focus is directed towards scholarships, but Dean Dan is open to suggestions/views on 
other areas of need. The selection process to identify class agents is ongoing. 
 
Dean Dan mentioned two alumni who are not in good health.  Daron suggested having an 
event in support of them (i.e. cocktail hour), with possible donations.  Amber suggested 
holding an actual event for them, like a possible silent auction or other type of fundraiser.  
Sunny expressed concern about setting a precedent.   

 
5.  Treasurer’s Report      Dan Lovell  
 If we spend more than $50 per month right now, we will not recover it as we currently 

stand.  We should discuss in the future ways to recoup the money we spend with better 
fundraising, contributions, and communication to our fellow graduates.  

          
6. Reports of Officers/Committees  
 A. Alumni Directory/Membership   Kirk Homeyer 

 Dean Dan reported that a meeting with UNLV’s General Counsel, Elda Sidhu, 
‘01, and the Foundation’s Associate Vice President for Development and 
Executive Director Nancy Strouse, will take place in the coming weeks.   An 
update will be given at the June 3 meeting.  

 B.  Alumni Events     Chelsie Campbell   
There will be an alumni event on May 29 at Scullery.  They will be creating a 
signature drink for us.  Board members need to start spreading the word. [Update: 
event was postponed to a later date.] 

 C.  By Laws      Gabrielle Angle 
Gabrielle Angle will work with John Piro to complete the committee descriptions 
for the newly approved By Laws. 

 D. Communications/Social Media 
No Report 

 E. Fundraising/Golf     Daron Dorsey 
A proof of the Save the Date postcard was circulated for board review. This 
image can also be put on the Alumni webpage, Facebook, etc.  It can be 
transmitted in many different forms.  Legacy Golf Course, Henderson is secured 
for that day.  The menu will be discussed in June. Daron wants to go to law firms 
and offer food, beverage cart, and other sponsorship opportunities to defer our 
expenses.   Daron asked if the board members cared who sponsored these 
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different elements.  Concern was expressed over approaching firms/companies 
who already give to the law school.  Dean Dan just wants to know who we talk to 
- no one is necessarily “off limits.”  Prizes also need to be discussed.  Volunteers 
will be needed for check-in on the day of the tournament.  Some law school staff 
are willing to help, too. John suggested that Daron set a committee meeting for 
the near future.   

  
 F. Spring Fling      Sarah Killer 

Dean Dan thought Spring Fling was a nice event.  It is not clear to him, however, 
what role the alumni wish to have in that event.  John believes the alumni should 
promote the event, as it is the one family friendly event the law school holds 
annually. Dean Dan asks if we want it to be an alumni event, or if we should be 
more concerned with other events throughout the year and having an alumni 
presence at those.  Jenny feels there can be a recruiting effort, and that it has been 
successful in the past; she thinks our presence as the first to welcome attendees is 
great and everyone likes the free giveaways.  We also sold some t-shirts. Dean 
Dan says there will be a Spring Fling next year – he advises against focusing 
heavily on driving attendance to this event, but rather having an alumni picnic in 
the spring that is family friendly. 

 G. Student Relations     Dan Lovell 
  No report. 
 H.  Northern Nevada     Ashley Nikkel 
  The next alumni event is a possible baseball game in July.  John thanked Ashley  
  for all of her efforts in Northern Nevada. 
7. Faculty Report      Prof. Thomas Main 
 No report. 
8. Student Liaison Report      

No report. 
9. Public Comment/Good and Welfare 
 None. 
10. Adjourn 

Amber motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Brett seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 
8:36PM. 


