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a community resource

Dedicated in December 2007, the Thomas & Mack Moot Court Facility stands as a powerful symbol of 
the law school’s distinctive approach to education, serving not just as a courtroom where students can 
learn and practice important legal skills but also as a forum for the broader community.

The moot court will support the school’s trial advocacy, Kids’ Court, and appellate advocacy programs 
and provide a venue for judicial proceedings by state and federal courts, including the Nevada Supreme 
Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit. The 6,000-square-foot building was made 
possible by a $3.3 million gift from Joyce Mack and the E. Parry Thomas family and a $600,000 gift 
from William S. Boyd.  

The facility includes a courtroom and a 100-seat auditorium in which legal education, simulated 
legal arguments, and court hearings can occur. The unique reconfigurable bench makes it suitable for 
all types of courts, and integrated technology enables the latest techniques in evidence presentation. 
In their advocacy and simulation courses, students will experience a comprehensive picture of what 
happens in all courtroom settings.
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Designed by Rees Associates Inc., one of the nation’s 
leading architectural firms for courtrooms, the state-of-
the-art facility includes a courtroom with a reconfigurable 
bench and a 100-seat auditorium.
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Moot Court Programs
Kids’ court school

In the Kids’ Court School, children and youth who are scheduled to appear in court 
learn about the investigative and judicial processes, as well as the roles and functions 
of courtroom participants. They acquire strategies to reduce anxiety while testifying 
and get a chance to participate in a mock trial.  
 

Taught by law students and graduate students in education, the Kids’ Court employs 
an empirically based curriculum and serves as a training program regarding best 
practices in the field. It also serves as a site for ongoing research related to children’s 
testimony.

society of advocates

The William S. Boyd School of Law Society of Advocates is the school’s appellate 
and trial forensic program, a co-curricular student advocacy activity. The Society 
consists of an executive board of six students and 16–20 team members who 
participate in interscholastic competitions. Each academic year, teams take part 

in a variety of competitions, such as mock trial, client counseling, negotiation, 
mediation, and alternative dispute resolution advocacy, as well as traditional 
appellate advocacy. 

boyd team highlights

Boyd student teams have compiled an impressive record of distinction in national 
and regional competitions. 

2007  ABA Client Counseling team advances to the international competition; National Moot 
Court team wins first place award for best brief and advances to the national finals.

2006  ABA Client Counseling team advances to the national finals; ABA Appellate Advocacy 
teams advance to the national finals.

2005  ABA Client Counseling team takes first place in the nation; ABA Appellate Advocacy 
teams take fourth best brief in the region and advance to the regional finals.

2003  National Moot Court team advances to the national finals.

2002  ABA Negotiation team takes first and second places in the region.

2001  ABA Negotiation team takes second in the nation.
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