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Education:  
 

JD:  University of Arizona College of Law, Magna cum laude, Arizona Law Review, 
Articles Editor, Ares Fellowship  
 
BA:  University of Arizona, Art History  

 
 
Legal Teaching Experience 
 

Ralph Denton Professor of Law, William S. Boyd School of Law, UNLV, 2004-present, 
Assistant Professor 1998-2001, Associate Professor 2001-2003, Professor 2003. 
 
Director of Legal Writing, University of Illinois College of Law at Urbana-Champaign, 
July 1996-June 1998 
 
Assistant Professor, Stetson University College of Law, August 1993-May 1996 
 
Visiting Instructor:  University of Illinois College of Law at Urbana-Champaign,  
September 1991- June 1993 

 
 Courses Taught:   
 Lawyering Process    Feminist Jurisprudence  
 Property     Introduction to U.S. Law 
 Introduction to Advocacy   Federal Indian Law 
 The Common Law as Peacekeeper  Negotiation  
 Legal Research and Writing    Advanced Legal Writing  
 
 
Administrative Experience in Legal Education:  
 

Director: Lawyering Process Program, William S. Boyd School of Law, UNLV 
 
Director:  Legal Research and Writing, University of Illinois College of Law 
 
Director:  Moot Court Program, University of Illinois College of Law 
 

 Director:  Legal Research and Writing Program, Stetson University College of Law 
 
 Co-Director:  Moot Court Program, Stetson University College of Law 
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Publications: 
 

Voices from an Emerging Discipline: Scholarship Produced by Legal Writing 
Professionals, with Linda Holdeman Edwards, 11 J. of Leg. Writing 3 (2005).   See 
website with bibliography of legal writing scholarship compiled for this project: 
www.legalwritingscholarship.org  .  

 
Double Jeopardy and Nonmember Indians in Indian Country, 82 Neb. L. Rev. 889_ ___ 
(2004). 

 
IRLAFARC!  A Survey on the Language of Legal Writing, 56 Me. L. Rev. 239 (2004) (co-
author Judith Stinson). 

 
Building a Tower of Babel or Building a Discipline?  Talking About Legal Writing,  

 85 Marq. L. Rev 887 (2002). 
 

A Writer’s Board and A Student-Run Writing Clinic: Making the Writing Community 
Visible at Law Schools, 3 J. of Legal Writing 277 (1997). 

 
Note:  Maynard v. Cartwright:  Channeling Arizona's Use of the Heinous, Cruel or 
Depraved Aggravating Circumstance to Impose the Death Penalty, 32 Ariz L. Rev. 193 
(1990). 

 
 
 IN PROGRESS:  

 
Transformative Learning and Reflective Teaching Practice (expected completion July 
2008). 

 
Book Contract for legal writing book with Aspen (co-author Richard Neumann Jr., 
expected completion early 2009).  

 
 

SELECTED BAR JOURNAL OR NEWSLETTER ESSAYS:  
 

Three Views of Visiting, 18 The Second Draft 1 (June 2004) (co-authors James Levy & 
Samantha Moppett). 

 
Further Thoughts on Better Writing, AALS Section on Legal Writing, Reasoning, and 
Research Newsletter, Spring 2003 

 
The Lawyering Process Program: Building Competence and Confidence, 9 Nev. Law. 15 
(December 2001). (Co-author Jennifer Anderson)  

 
ALWD Citation Manual: A Professional System of Citation,  Nev. Lawyer (2001). (Co-
author Leah Kane) 
 
 
 

http://www.legalwritingscholarship.org/


 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 
 Legal Writing Affiliations: 
 
  Association of Legal Writing Directors, since its inception, 1996  
  President: since September 2007 

President Elect: 2006-2007 
Board of Directors, 2003-2006 

Elected to Executive Committee, 2003, 2004 
   

Legal Writing Institute, since 1992 
  Scribes, since 1993 
 
 
 Selected Presentations:  
 

“Trends in Teaching Legal Writing” Pacific Regional Conference of the 
American Association of Paralegal Education, April 2008 
 
“Legal Writing and Academic Freedom” Rocky Mountain Legal Writing 
Conference, March, 2008 (with Richard Neumann Jr. and Judith Stinson) 
 
Law and Literature, Moderator, South Eastern Law Association Annual 
Conference, July 2007 
 
“Advanced Legal Writing” Association of Legal Writing Directors Conference, 
June, 2007 (with Michael Smith) 

 
“What Do You Want from the Peak Years?” Legal Writing Institute Conference, 
June 2006 

 
“The Intersection of Teaching Clinic and Legal Writing, Annual Clinicians 
Conference, AALS, May 2006 (panelist) 

 
“Coloring Outside the Lines: Uniformity in Legal Writing Programs” 
Association of Legal Writing Directors Conference, June 2005 (with Linda 
Edwards and Suzanne Rabe) 

 
“Voices from an Emerging Discipline: Scholarship by Legal Writing Professors” 

  Plenary Session: Legal Writing Institute Conference, July 2004 (with Linda  
 Holderman Edwards) 

 
“The Reflective Practitioner as Teacher: Learning From Your Teaching 
Experience” Legal Writing Institute Conference, July 2004 (with Richard 
Neumann, Jr.) 

 
Working Paper: Transformative Learning and Reflective Teaching Practice” 
Scholarship Workshop of the Legal Writing Institute, July 2004 

 
 



“The Language of Leadership: Communicating Effectively about Legal Writing” 
ALWD Conference, July 2003  

 
  “IRLAFARC!  Results of A Survey on Legal Writing” Notre Dame Legal 

Discourse Conference, June 2003 (invited speaker) 
 

“IRLAFARC!  Preliminary Results of A Survey on Legal Writing” Rocky 
Mountain Legal Writing Conference, March 2003 

 
 

“Legal Writing and Law School Exams” Rocky Mountain Legal Writing 
Conference, Break-out Group Discussion Leader, March 2002 

 
“Breadth or Depth: Issues in Curricular Design” Roundtable moderator, ALWD 
Conference, July 2001  

      
    “Issues in Building a Legal Writing Curriculum” Roundtable moderator, AALS 
  Conference, July 2001 
 

“Professional Development for the Legal Writing Professional” Rocky Mountain 
Legal Writing Conference, Small Group Discussion Leader, March 2001 

 
“Clinical Theory and Legal Writing,” Legal Writing Institute Conference, 

   July 2000 
  
  “Working Paper: Legal Writing and Jargon” Notre Dame Legal Discourse 

Conference, June 2000    
 

  “Careers in Legal Writing,” Panelist, AALS Recruitment Conference, 1998, 1999 
  “Electronic Alternatives:  Teaching Students Research Using CD-ROM, 

Listservs and Other Alternatives to Westlaw and Lexis,”    Legal Writing 
Institute Conference, July 1998  

 
“Legal Writing, Burnout and Stress Management,” Association of Legal Writing 
Directors Conference, July 1997 

 
“Student Operated Writing Clinics,” Legal Writing Institute Conference, July 
1996 

   
 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PRESENTATIONS 

 
“Advanced Legal Writing” State Bar of Nevada Continuing Legal Education 
Presentation, April 2006 (with Michael Higdon)   

 
“Developments in Teaching Legal Writing” Community College System of 
Nevada, April 2005 

 
“Rhetorical Context and Using Structure to Persuade” Presentation for Federal 
Public Defenders Paralegals, Capital Habeas Unit, August 2003  

 



  “Writing in Chambers” Presentation for Nevada Supreme Court December 2002 
(with Jean Whitney) 

 
“Legal Writing: Persuasion and Organization” Clark County Bar Association 
Continuing Legal Education presentation, January 2002 (with Jean Whitney) 

 
“The Principles of Highly Effective Legal Writing” State Bar of Nevada 
Continuing Legal Education presentation, October 2001 (with Jean Whitney)  

 
 

“Legal Writing” Clark County Bar Association Continuing Legal Education 
presentation, March 2001 (with Leah Kane) 

 
“Legal Research on the Internet: Navigating the Maze” State Bar of Nevada, 
Continuing Legal Education presentation, March 2000 (with Kory Staheli and 
James Quinn) 

 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC-RELATED  EXPERIENCE: 
 

Reviewing text proposals and manuscripts in Legal Writing and Property for 
Aspen Publishers (Twelve reviews) 

 
  Consultant on Legal Writing Program to two law schools  
 
OTHER LEGAL EXPERIENCE: 
  Professional certification:  admitted to Arizona Bar, October, 1990   
      Appellate Attorney: Pima County Public Defender, 1990-91 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


